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from the reluctant ruler a "golden  bull/' by which
they were exempted from all taxation ; in Wallachia,
they tried   in  vain   to  overthrow  the Government,
Such was the state of the principalities when Russia
concluded   the  convention  of Akermann   with the
Sultan in 1826, which gave her greater power over
the  destinies  of the  Roumanian   people  than  she
could have  secured   by a successful   war.     By this
arrangement  it  was   provided   that  the  princes  of
Moldavia and Wallachia  should  be  elected by the
general assembly of the nobles for the term of seven
years, and that this election should be subject to the
approval of the Porte, which could neither refuse its
consent nor order their deposition without consulting
the Czar.    A further clause made it incumbent upon
the two princes to " take into their consideration the
representations of the Russian ministers and consuls
on  the  subject  of the  privileges   enjoyed  by  the
principalities."    The Autocrat of all the Russias thus
became the " predominant partner" in  Roumania ;
the Sultan's name came first in the deed of partner-
ship, but the Czar was the active member of the firm.
When the Russo-Turkish war of 1828 broke out,
the Imperial troops at once invaded the principalities,
which had for the sixth time to experience a Russian
occupation.    The Turks offered little opposition to
the invaders, who  dictated  peace to the Sultan at
Adrianople in  1829.    By this treaty, Moldavia and
Wallachia were restored to the Turks, but only on
condition that the Hospodars should be elected for
life.    All  the  fortified   places, hitherto  occupied in
Wallachia by Turkish troops, were to be given up,